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When a few of these photographs first appeared in the National Geographic magazine January

2009 issue, they were hailed as an arresting reminder of the hundreds of species teetering on the

brink of final extinction&#151;more than 1,200 animals and plants in all. Now, in Rare, Joel Sartore

and National Geographic present 80 iconic images, representing a lifelong commitment to the

natural world and a three-year investigation into the Endangered Species Act and the creatures it

exists to protect.This book will give readers not only a broader understanding of the history and

purpose of the Endangered Species Act, but also an intimate look at the very species it seeks to

preserve. With stunning up-close portraits on every page, this important volume evokes sympathetic

wonder at the vast and amazing array of plants and animals still in need of protection.Itself a

creation of particular beauty, Rare offers eloquent proof that a picture really is worth a thousand

words as it shows us, one after another, scores of uniquely remarkable and seriously threatened

life-forms. It is a compelling story and a many-faceted, brilliant jewel of a book.
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This is a book of beautiful photographs with an important message. Almost 2,000 species are

endangered with some of the verge of going extinct. Many species have already disappeared

forever. Joel Sartore photographed and wrote about several such species. He demonstrates how

some endangered species such as the American alligator are thriving, with help. Other species, are

gone forever, like the Columbia Basin Pygmy Rabbit, which became extinct in 2008.The



Endangered Species Act was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Nixon in 1973.

Habitats have been saved to assist challenged species. This has forced us to often question: which

is the more important, the needs of humans or the needs of nature?Other laws have been passed to

help both humans and nature, such as the Clean Water Act and creating the Fish and Wildlife

Services as well as the National Marine Fisheries Service. Many helpful actions have been local

ones, such as petitions that saved habitats from being destroyed.Not all endangered species are

large animals. Even bugs and all kinds of living things play important roles in ecosystems. There are

about 1,011 species within the U.S. and its waters that are endangered with 301 listed as

threatened. Habitats have been saved for 538 species. Recovery plans have been developed for

1,134 species. 49 species have recovered enough that they have been removed from these lists,

yet nine were done so because they went extinct. 14 species were removed because their

population numbers increased enough for re-designation. 16 were removed due to administrative

reasons, such as discovered more in new counts.
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